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INTRODUCTION 


The  Massachusetts  Department  of  Public  Health,  Bureau  of  Substance  Abuse  Services 
annually  releases  this  report  prepared  by  Health  and  Addictions  Research,  Inc.  The  report 
provides  a  socio-demographic  profile  of  admissions  to  publicly-funded  substance  abuse 
treatment  during  the  preceding  fiscal  year  for  the  five  Regions  and  twenty  seven 
Community  Health  Network  Areas  (CHNAs)  in  Massachusetts.  Data  for  this  report  come 
from  the  Bureau  of  Substance  Abuse  Service's  (BSAS's)  client  Substance  Abuse  MIS.1 
The  report  is  composed  of  this  introduction  and  three  tables.  The  first  table — pages  3 
through  5 — presents  a  detailed  Regional  breakdown  of  the  socio-demographic 
characteristics  of  admissions  to  publicly-funded  substance  abuse  treatment.  The  second 
table — pages  6  through  20 — presents  a  detailed  breakdown  by  Region  and  CHNA  of  the 
socio-demographic  characteristics  of  admissions  to  publicly-funded  substance  abuse 
treatment.  The  third  table — pages  21  through  25 — lists  the  cities,  towns,  and  correctional 
institutions  in  each  CHNA  and  region. 

This  current  report  is  for  Fiscal  Year  1997  (FY  1997).2  There  were  a  total  of  107,960 
admissions  to  BSAS-fiinded  substance  abuse  treatment  in  FY  1997,  including  106,1 1 1 
primary  and  1,849  collateral  admissions3  to  treatment.  This  report  includes  only  data  on 
the  106,1 1 1  primary  admissions.  Unlike  some  previous  reports  on  CHNAs,  this  report 
includes  a  separate  tabulation  for  the  2968  primary  admissions  who  were  in  correctional 
institutions  or  were  not  Massachusetts  residents. 

This  report  provides  information  on  seventeen  variables  describing  admissions  to  publicly- 
funded  substance  abuse  treatment  during  fiscal  year  1997.  The  seventeen  variables  are: 

1 .  Correctional  status — the  number  of  admissions  who  were  prisoners. 

2.  Gender — the  number  of  male  and  female  admissions. 

3.  Age — the  number  of  admissions  who  were  under  18,  18  to  20,  21  to  29,  30  to 
39,  40  to  49,  50  to  59,  and  60  or  older. 


1  Every  substance  abuse  treatment  program  in  Massachusetts  that  receives  any  funding  from  BSAS  is 
required  to  complete  an  admission  form  for  every  client  they  treat  and  submit  the  data  from  this  form  to 
BSAS.  BSAS  enters  these  data  into  their  client  Substance  Abuse  MIS  sy  stem  where  they  are  available  for 
subsequent  analysis.  MIS  data  include  information  on  treatment  clients'  demographics,  socio-economic 
status  and  substance  abuse  history.  See  Camp,  J.  M.,  Krakow,  M.,  McCarty,  D.,  and  Argeriou.  M.,  1992. 
"Substance  abuse  treatment  management  information  systems:  Balancing  Federal.  State  and  Service 
Provider  Needs",  pages  5-20,  The  Journal  of  Mental  Health  Administration  19: 1 .  for  further  details. 

:  The  fiscal  year  in  Massachusetts  runs  from  July  1  through  June  30.  Since  this  report  is  for  FY  1997  it 
covers  the  period  from  July  1,  1996  through  June  30,  1997. 

3  Collateral  admissions  are  not  seeking  substance  abuse  treatment  for  themselves  but  are  seeking  help  in 
dealing  with  issues  that  they  are  facing,  regarding  someone  else's  substance  abuse 
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4.  Race — the  number  of  admissions  who  were  Asian,  Black  Non-Latino,  White 
Non-Latino,  Latino,  or  Other  race. 

5.  Ethnicity — the  number  of  admissions  who  were  of  Latino,  Portuguese,  Asian, 
or  Other  ethnicity. 

6.  Marital  Status — the  number  of  admissions  who  were  never  married,  married, 
separated,  divorced,  or  widowed. 

7.  Education — the  number  of  admissions  who  had  less  than  a  high  school 
education,  completed  high  school,  or  had  education  beyond  high  school. 

8.  Employment  Status — the  number  of  admissions  who  were  working  or  not 
working. 

9.  Homeless  Status — the  number  of  admissions  who  were  living  in  a  residence  or 
not  homeless  —  house,  apartment,  room,  boarding  house,  institution,  or  group 
home — or  the  homeless  who  were  on  the  streets,  at  a  shelter,  or  at  a  mission. 

10.  Mental  Health  Treatment — the  number  of  admissions  who  had  no  prior 
mental  health  treatment,  had  an  apparent  mental  health  problem,  had  received 
counseling,  had  a  prior  mental  health  hospitalization,  or  had  more  than  one 
prior  mental  health  hospitalization.4 

1 1 .  Pregnancy — the  number  of  admissions  who  were  pregnant. 

12.  Alcohol  Use — the  number  of  admissions  who  used  alcohol  in  the  year 
preceding  admission. 

13.  Cocaine  Use — the  number  of  admissions  who  used  cocaine  in  the  year 
preceding  admission. 

14.  Crack  Use — the  number  of  admissions  who  used  crack  in  the  year  preceding 
admission. 

15.  Marijuana  Use — the  number  of  admissions  who  used  marijuana  in  the  year 
preceding  admission. 

16.  Heroin  Use — the  number  of  admissions  who  used  heroin  in  the  year  preceding 
admission. 

17.  Needle  Use — the  number  of  admissions  who  injected  drugs  in  the  year 
preceding  admission.5 


4  While  we  do  not  have  an  actual  dual  diagnosis  designation,  BSAS  has  used  one  or  more  hospitalizations 
for  mental  health  problems  as  an  indicator  of  dual  diagnosis.  One  can  add  the  numbers  of  admissions 
who  had  a  prior  mental  health  hospitalization,  or  who  had  more  than  one  prior  mental  health 
hospitalization  to  get  the  number  of  admissions  with  this  indicator  of  dual  diagnosis. 

5  These  are  the  same  data  that  can  be  found  in  CHNA  Reports  under  the  variable  "injection  drug  user 
admissions  to  programs' . 
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